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Defining & Measuring Peace

Negative Peace

• Absence of direct violence

• Absence of fear of violence

Positive Peace

Attitudes, institutions and 

structures that sustain peace



Ideal vs. Actual Peacebuilding

The recommended level of peacebuilding funding is 

more than six times current peacebuilding funding



Positive Peace

Pillars of Positive Peace

The attitudes, institutions and structures that 

create and sustain peaceful societies



Rotary’s Commitment to Peace

Rotary’s historical contribution to peace – UN 1945

Current contribution to peacebuilding 

• Investment to date: $9 million USD + in Global Grants

• 217 successful Global Grant Projects

• Rotary Peace Centers with over 1,000 Rotary Peace Fellows

• Community-based peacebuilding projects in Clubs and Districts

Rotary’s six Areas of Focus



Rotary’s Areas of Focus: Building Sustainable Peace



The Institute for Economics and Peace

An independent, not-for-profit

think tank dedicated to building a 

greater understanding of the key 

drivers and measures of peace as well as 

identifying the economic benefits that 

increased peacefulness can deliver

IEP also has representatives in Brussels and Harare.

Sydney New York The Hague Mexico City



The Rotary - IEP Partnership

This partnership will help bolster Rotarians work in 

peace using the framework of Positive Peace.

IEP’s empirical research 

on the attitudes, institutions, 

and structures of peaceful 

societies

Rotary’s grassroots 

work in communities 

around the globe



Rotary - IEP Partnership Objectives

Reinforce and enhance work in Rotary’s six areas of 

focus through the Positive Peace lens, applying theories 

of peace and conflict resolution to Rotarians’ work

Educate and empower Rotarians to build on their 

current expertise to mobilize communities to 

address the underlying issues of conflict in 

communities   

Convey a strong message about the importance 

of Positive Peace more broadly to policymakers, the 

media and the general public



Rotary - IEP Partnership Activities

Rotary Peace Academy 

Positive Peace Workshops

Online training and resource development platform to 

strengthen knowledge and skills in peace and conflict 

resolution and the other Areas of Focus

Workshops hosted by Rotary Clubs and Districts, 

bringing together diverse community leaders to 

discuss the practical investments that can be made in 

communities surrounding the pillars of Positive Peace



Pilot Workshop: “Bringing Positive Peace to Uganda”

GOAL

Train young leaders to 

prevent and mediate 

conflict in Uganda via the 

Pillars of Positive Peace

October 2016
125 Rotaractors 

from 70 Clubs
Kampala, Uganda

IMPACT

Community service projects 

applying training were designed 

and implemented by participants 

STRUCTURE

Plenary and breakout sessions 

with hands-on activities on 

the eight Pillars of Positive 

Peace



Pilot Workshop: “A Stronger México: Pillars of Positive 

Peace”

GOAL

Strengthen youth leadership in 

México by equipping participants 

with knowledge and skills in peace 

and conflict resolution, based 

upon the conceptual foundation of 

the Pillars of Positive Peace

May 2017
304 Rotaractors, university students, 

and civil society organization 

members from across México

Puebla, México

IMPACT

Participants formed collaboration 

networks, are working on projects 

together, and have shared their 

learning locally; training has been 

replicated in various regions

STRUCTURE

Intensive workshops on the 

Pillars of Positive Peace, and 

plenary sessions by speakers 

from Rotary, academia, and 

civil society organizations



Get Involved

Participate in the Rotary Peace Academy

Spread the message of Positive Peace in your 

Club and community

Support and host Positive Peace Workshops



Questions?

For more information on how to engage 

the partnership, contact: 

Summer Lewis

Rotary - IEP Partnership Coordinator

Summer.Lewis@Rotary.org


